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Sen̓aḵw: An Indigenous City Village
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“Senakw is a promising idea, but it’s also the logical 
outcome of what happens when zoning in the rest of a 
city is so restrictive. Such big things are being planned 
on this one small piece of land because so little 
development is allowed in the adjacent 
neighbourhoods. Too much of the pent-up housing 
demand of a fast-growing region, with thousands of 
new residents arriving each year, is being funnelled 
into too few places.”
- Globe & Mail Editorial
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“In short, the Squamish Nation is poised to benefit enormously from their Sen̓áḵw
project—and renters in this region will benefit, too. We can learn from their striking 
demonstration of how land wealth can be harnessed for the common good, and how to 
bring a climate emergency lens to creating new housing.”
- Alex Hemmingway, PhD, CCPA

“It’s easier to elect a pope than to approve a small apartment building in the city of 
Vancouver…” 
- Ginger Gosnell-Myers, Vancouver’s former Indigenous Relations Manager.

“If Sen̓áḵw reflects on the ground the aspirations of its visionaries, it could be the 
next great megaproject that is better in important ways than those that came before.” 
Gordon Price, former City Councillor, lecturer on transportation and land use
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We need more 
Indigenous 
urbanists.
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Sen̓áḵw can only 
exist because of 

the failure of 
governments to 

meet housing 
demand.
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Collective control 
of housing 

development 
creates better 

outcomes.
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Land Back is a 
way to move 

forward.


